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A parents’ guide to helping your children with Maths Year 1 and 2 (this information can also be found on our school website)

“It wasn’t like this when I was AT school!” 
Have you ever wished that you understood current Maths methods better? Many parents find that their children are using methods or strategies, which are very different from those used in the past. This can often cause confusion when trying to support your child at home. This booklet has been prepared by First and Middle School teachers of the Dorchester Area Schools Partnership (DASP) to give you a record of the strategies your child will be using in school. 
The main methods used in each year group by the majority of pupils for addition, subtraction, multiplication and division are shown. These methods are introduced throughout the teaching year so most pupils should be familiar with all methods by the end of the year. Each sheet also shows typical maths vocabulary that children will be acquiring and using at this stage. 
This is a guide only, children will always progress at different speeds. However, support from you will undoubtedly be of great benefit to them at all times. If you have any questions, your child’s teacher will be pleased to discuss the strategies with you.




The Use of Number Lines
Number lines are a very important tool used in all calculations. Children are introduced to them right from their first year of schooling.
Number lines can take many forms and are used in a huge variety of ways to help develop children’s understanding of number. Children make jumps up and down a number line to help them solve a mathematical problem.
[image: ]
All classrooms have number lines of various types appropriate to the age group.
As children progress though the school, they are also taught the value of drawing a blank number line that can accommodate relevant numbers to solve calculations. e.g. finding change from 50p after spending 36p
[image: ]
The number line is used by counting on from 36p to get to 50p, just the way a shopkeeper would give change. This method of subtraction is sometimes called shopkeepers addition

Counting Ideas
Practise chanting the number names. Encourage your child to join in with you. When they are confident, try starting from different numbers – eg 4,5,6…. Also try counting backwards.
• Sing number rhymes together – there are lots of commercial CD’s available.
• Give your child the opportunity to count objects (coins, pasta, shapes, buttons etc.)
Encourage them to move each object as they count them.
• Count things you cannot touch – window panes, jumps, claps, oranges in a bag.
• Play games that involve counting – eg snakes and ladders, dice games.
• Look for numerals in the environment – eg car number plates
• Make mistakes when chanting, counting or ordering numbers. Can your child spot what you have done wrong?
• Chose a number of the week e.g. 5. Practice counting in 5’s, up to 5, on from 5, collect groups of 5 items.

Practicing Number Facts
• Its important children learn number bonds to 10 eg 4 + 6 = 10 and number bonds to 20 eg
14+6 = 20 by heart.
• Play ‘ping pong’ to practice components with your child. You say a number and they reply with how much more is needed to make 10, 20, 100 or 1000. Encourage your child to answer quickly without counting or using fingers. Eg make 100 you shout 40 they shout 60
• Throw two dice. Ask your child to find the total of the numbers (+), the difference between them (-) or the product (x).
• Use a set of playing cards (without the picture cards). Turn over two cards and ask your child to add or multiply the numbers. If they answer correctly, they keep the cards. How many cards can they collect in two minutes?
• Play 24 with a pack of playing cards using all of them. You need 4 players each puts a card down and first one to make 24 using any or all of the 4 operations and using all or some of the cards. First one to make number keeps all the cards. Eg you put down a Jack , 2 hearts, 7 spades and 2 clubs. You could say 2x Jack add 2 hearts.
• Play Bingo. Each player chooses five answers (e.g. numbers to 10 to practice simple addition, multiples of 5 to practice the five times table etc). Ask a question and if a player has the answer, they can cross it off. The winner is the first player to cross off all their answers.
• Give your child an answer. Ask them to write as many number sentences as they can with this answer. You could just ask for addition sentences or any type of calculation.
• Give your child a number fact – eg 5 + 8 = 13. Ask them what else they can find out from this fact – 50 + 80 = 130, 8 + 5 = 13, 13 – 8 = 5, 130 – 50 = 80 etc
• Look out for car number plates. What is the number on the plate? What is this to the nearest 10 or 100 or 1000? How many more would you need to reach the next multiple of 10, 100 or 1000?
• Make up rhymes together to help your child remember tricky times tables.
Real life Problems
Go shopping with your child to buy two or three items. Ask them to work out the total amount spent and how much change you will get.
• Buy items with a percentage extra free. Help your child to calculate how much of the product is free.
• Plan an outing during the holidays. Ask your child to think about what time you will need to set off and how much money you will need to take.
• Use a bus or train timetable. Ask your child to work out how long a journey between two places should take. Go on the journey. Do you arrive earlier/later than expected? By how much?
• Help your child to scale a recipe up or down to feed the right amount of people. 

Getting children involved in real situations where they are using mathematical skills is motivating and stimulating.











YEAR 1 – Addition
Practical activities using pictures and practical resources (e.g. counters, blocks).
[image: ]
Partitioning 14 → 10 + 4 (14 splits to 10 and 4) 
Partitioning cards and boards are used in school to partition:
[image: ] [image: ]
22 splits to give 20 and 2 


Using number line/ tracks for addition: 
14 + 3
[image: ]

Start at 14, jump on in ‘ones’ three times 
So the answer is 17 
14 + 3 = 17
YEAR 2 - Addition
Practical rather than written, using 100 square.  Horizontal addition 
Eg: 72 + 23
[image: ]
(70 + 20) + (2 + 3) 
90 + 5 
95 

Collect the ‘tens’ together 
70 + 20 = 90 

Then collect the ‘units’ together 
2 + 3 =5 

Find the total 90+ 5 =95 


Using number line for TU + TU 
72 + 23
[image: ]

Start at 72 – Jump forward in ‘tens’ twice (23=20+3) then jump forward in ‘ones’ three times.


YEAR 1 – Subtraction
Children use lots of practical activities  
Subtraction as take away 
7 – 3 = 4
[image: ] 
Using objects (e.g. counters, blocks etc.) or draw and cross out.
Using a number line for 7 – 3 (starting with a printed number line, then moving to a blank one)
[image: ]Start at 7, jump back in ‘ones’ three times  7-3=4 
Same for TU – U using number line 
24-6
[image: ]                24-6=18 
Subtraction as finding the difference.
       [image: ]Use practical apparatus to see the difference
Vocabulary: 
subtract, take (away), minus, leave, how many are left/left over? how many have gone? one less, two less, ten less… how many fewer is… 

YEAR 2 – Subtraction
Continuing as lots of practical activities, as for Year 1. 
Subtraction as take away. 
Partitioning 73 – 21
[image: ]Subtract the tens 70 – 20 = 50 
then the units 3 – 1 = 2


Number line 73 – 21
[image: ]       								73 – 21 = 52 
Start at 73 – Jump back in ‘tens’ twice. Then jump back in ‘ones’ once. 

Subtraction as finding the difference (for numbers which are close together)
73 – 62
[image: ]
Start at 62. Jump 10 to 72 then 1 unit to 73. 

Total jumps = 10 + 1 = 11
Vocabulary: 
subtract, take (away), minus, leave, how many are left/left over? how many have gone? one less, two less, ten less…, how many fewer is… than…? how much less is…? difference between, equals sign, is the same as.

YEAR 1 – Multiplication

Practical 
X2 x5 x10 
Sequences – counting aloud in jumps of 2: 
2, 4, 6, 8, 10 …. 
5, 10, 15, 20, 25 …. 
10, 20, 30, 40 …. 

Repeated addition using hands or apparatus or diagrams. 
3 x 5
[image: ]
[image: ]


Using a number line for jumps of 2, 5, 10 
5 x 2
[image: ]

5 x 2 = 10

Vocabulary: 
Lots of, groups of, multiply, times, add, steps of, jumps of


YEAR 2 – Multiplication

x2 x5 x10 

Arrays 
3 x 5 5 x 3
[image: ]3 rows of 5 or 						
5 rows of 3 



Multiplication as repeated addition 
3 x 5
[image: ]

Continuing to use Number lines 
4 x 5 
4 Jumps of 5
[image: ]
4 x 5 =20

Vocabulary: 
lots of, groups of , times, multiply, twice, three times… ten times, times as (big, long, wide… and so on), repeated addition, array, row, column, double

YEAR 1 – Division

Lots of practical problems using counters, blocks and sharing out. 
Share 10 sweets between 2 children
[image: ]  [image: ]
Each child has 5 sweets. 


How many groups of 5 bananas could you make with 10 bananas?
[image: ]

2 groups 

10 bananas gives two groups of 5 bananas.


Vocabulary: 
share, share equally, groups of, divide, how many groups?


YEAR 2 – Division

Practical division as in Year 1 
Division using a number line; 
20 ÷ 5 = 4 
Repeated subtraction
[image: ]

Start at 20 
Jump back in 5s to 0 
The number of jumps gives the answer – 
4 jumps 
20 ÷ 5 = 4 
With remainders - sharing using practical apparatus 
Share 14 cubes between 4 children
[image: ]

Each person gets 3 cubes and there are 2 left over. 

14 ÷ 4 = 3 remainder 2

Vocabulary: 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Halve, share, share equally, one each, two each, three each… group in pairs, threes… tens, equal groups of, divide, divided by, divided into, left, left over.
image5.emf

image6.emf

image7.emf

image8.emf

image9.emf

image10.emf

image11.emf

image12.emf

image13.emf

image14.emf

image15.emf

image16.emf

image17.emf

image18.emf

image19.emf

image20.emf

image21.emf

image22.emf

image23.emf

image24.emf

image25.emf

image26.emf

image1.jpeg
Malpas Court Primary School
Ysgol Gynradd Llys Malpas

“Where children learn to live
and live to learn in an ever changing world”





image2.gif




image3.emf

image4.emf

